|:
v
}
i
i
[
i
i
i
i
H
;
i
i
i
1
|
i
|
1
i
'
1
i
{
[}
1
Vi
<
1

it . b

=

o

 MEMORANDUM

opposite NATO]
‘small;portioﬁfof-their air and ground forces in the
“TranscaucasusyandLTurkestan‘Military Districts. The forces

.wouldialso.bﬁfuse?jagainst China.
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SUBJECT: = Soviet Forces in the Transcaucasus and Turkestan

P ;u:é.ttaryjinistricts S
S TR I C

% Y. Introduction: Relative to the forces stationed
yEurppe:and¢China, the Soviets maintain a

o
. )

. inithe T:anséauca$ﬁs;MD are primarily intended to defend
againstjanfaﬁtackgfrbm Turkey and are only secondarily
‘intended to counter an assault from Iran. The forces in

the Turkestan MD are intended to defend the USSR from an
attack from Iran or Afghanistan, bui:ijme of them probably

IR T Transcaucasus Military District: Soviet Strategic
Air Defense Aviation currently has. .some 130 mudern inter-

| «the border. | B o

i
]

- This mcmqrandum:wgéjprep

:ceptorsyassiéned to four ‘airfields 'in the Transcaucasus
Military District (See Table 1l). Strategic Air Defense

Aviation‘is‘ﬁrimaxily intended to defend Soviet territory,
but its forces could be useg in areas immediately beyond
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" 3,1 'Soviet: Tact

ical Aviation has aﬁprbxiﬁatél§:275-

combat aircraft--mainly modern fighters and fighter-bombers--

assigned .to 'six airfields in the Transcaucasus Military

‘District. The primary mission of Soviet Tactical:Aviation

.is,thefsuppoit'oftquiet;grbund.forces,?but thase ‘aircraft

,;»jcouldﬁbe@useﬁ to @ttack,targets'iniTurkey or Iran‘or for
-{aijydefensejmissipna.inrthese areas in a matter of hours.
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:; Air'Defense and Tactical Aviation
5 ‘in the Transcaucasus MD o
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b 4. The Soviets maintain two major quick reaction
. <units in the'Transcaucasus Military District--an airmobile
. brigade at Kutaisi'iand an airborne division headquartered

' 111 at Kirovabad.: Theslightly equipped airmobile brigade is
manned ‘at 75} percent or more of its wartime strength of
1,500 and is’ supported by a helicopter transport regiment
of some : 60 aircraft, which is sufficient to move a

- battalion, of?about'400 mer.,, The airborne division is

- manned at 75/ .percent or more of its wartime strength of

e o

il 7,300 ‘men ‘and is colocated with a regiment of some 35
1l AN-12 Cubs that is|sufficient to move a battalion of

| 1l:l'l some 400 meniand 130 BMD combat vehicles. Both the air-
C 41 mobile- brigade and the airborne division could be fully
loiiln i, mobilized within 24 hours, and the Soviets could deploy
4yl additional. aircraft to support these units within that
I edmen T : o
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S.t Tbe‘ oviets have ll divisions--all motorized
rifle--in the Transcaucasus Military District. The units
at Yerevan: and Leninakan, which have a full complement of

K'a%;combat equipment and are manned at about half their wartime
- strength of: some' 12(200 men, could be combat ready within
ii: 48 hours., The other nine' units lack some of their combat

’equipment and are*manned at 'from about 10 to 30 percen*

; of their fulletrength, they probably would require 72

hours or more-tc mobilize reserve personnel and equipment.

0oql . Six of; these. divisions are along the Soviet. border, and
' they" each have a motorized rifle regiment that is manned

‘i “at about 50 percent of their wartime strength of some

/! 2,300 men as a peacetime reaction force. In addition,

most of the higher echelon c¢ombat and logistics support

.-t units in the district are manned well below their wartime

strengths and ‘would also require substantial mobilization
before they wfre combat ready. -[:]; : :

c | . . ,a; : t . .

t 6. ’The,motorized rifle divisions in the Trenscaucasus
Military District /generally do not have the latest Soviet
equipmenc. Forx example, the divisione are equipped with
trucks and large numbers of BTR-152 armored personnel
carriers instead of BTR-60PB and BMP infantry combat
vehicles found in divisions opposite NATO Europe and China.
The tank' regiments that are part of these divisions al-

‘most totallylare. compriseo of T- 54/55 tanks; limited numbers
- of T-62 tanks' are ! assigned to the units at Yerevan,

Kirovakan, and Tbilisi. With the possible exception of
the divisions;at Leninakan which may be equipped with

' ¢122=-mm self-propelled howitzers, the units are equipped

exclusively with towed artillery.

7. Turkestan Military District: Soviet St trategic
Air Defense and Tactical Aviation have some 295 combat
aircraft in the Turkestan Military District (See Table II).
Of these, about 175 are assigred to Strategic Air Defense
Aviation at five airfields- the other 120 are assigned to
Tactical Avxation and are stationed at three airfields.
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8.. The Soviets ‘have five divisions--one airborne and
four motorized rifle units--in the Turkestan Military
District. The airborne division at Fergana is supported
by an AN-12 Cub regiment of some 35 aircraft and, like the
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. below their wartime strengths and
' stantial mobilization.
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airborne division in the Transcaucasus Military District,
||: 1+ could be fully combat ready in less than 24 hours.
~1|li ;] the motorized rifle divisions, the one at Kizyl Arvat,
o . . which has most of: its combat equipment and is manned at
? iié;HQ “roughly halfjits wartime strength, could be combat ready
g The other divisions are cadre
units and probably would require 72 hours or more %o
mobilize personnel and equipment to be ready for combat.
of the higher echelon combat and
anits in the district are manned well
would

of

also require sub-

‘ e divisions in the Transcaucasus Military
District, the units in the Turkestan Military District

bl do not possess the latest equipmert. For example, the
S tank regiments that are part of the motorized rifle

| édivisions are exclusively

eQuippe@zwith;T-S4/55_tanks.
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{Although currently not stationed in Eastern Europe, Fencer A wouid ta availabie for use by tactical aviation oppo
NATQ’s Contrat Rogton )
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csor the comba, area but at high altitudes elsev:here,
Other, more reatistic, flight profiles would reduce the radius considerably. '
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